The proposed amendment would expand the rights of victims under the current Section 10a and require that the rights of victims be protected as vigorously as the rights of the accused. More specifically, for the purpose of ensuring due process, respect, fairness, and justice for crime victims and their families in the criminal and juvenile justice systems, the amendment would provide victims with:
• the right to privacy and to be treated with respect, fairness, and dignity;
• the right to information about the rights and services available to crime victims;
• the right to notification in a timely manner of all proceedings in the case;
• the right to be present and heard at all court proceedings, including the right to petition the court to protect the victim's rights;
• the right to a prompt conclusion of the case;
• to refuse discovery requests made by the accused, except as authorized by Article I, Section 10 of the Ohio constitution;
• the right to reasonable protection from the accused;
• the right to notice of the release or escape of the accused; and
• the right to restitution.
The proposed amendment would not establish a cause of action for damages or compensation against the state or any political subdivision.
If approved, the amendment will be effective 90 days after the election.
YES SHALL THE AMENDMENT BE APPROVED? NO
I, Jon Husted, certify that printed below are the full text, ballot language, explanations and/or arguments that were certified to me by the Ohio Ballot Board, or filed with the Secretary of State as prescribed by law, for the constitutional amendment proposed by initiative petition pursuant to Article II, Section 1a of the Ohio Constitution and the law proposed by initiative petition pursuant to Article II, Section 1b of the Ohio Constitution.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREFORE, I have subscribed my name in Columbus, Ohio, this fifteenth day of September, 2017.
In addition to certifying the following State Issues for the General Election occurring November 7, 2017, R.C. 3505.062(G) and Ohio Constitution Article II, Section 1g require Secretary of State Jon Husted to contract for the publication of this information once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks preceding the election in at least one (1) newspaper of general circulation in each county in the state. To enact Chapter 194 of the Ohio Revised Code, which would:
___________________________

Jon Husted OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE
• Require the State of Ohio, including its state departments, agencies and entities, to not pay more for prescription drugs than the price paid by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
• Establish that the individual petitioners responsible for proposing the law have a direct and personal stake in defending the law; require the State to pay petitioners' reasonable attorney fees and other expenses; require the petitioners to pay $10,000 to the State if the law is held by a court to be unenforceable and limit petitioners' personal liability to that amount; and require the Attorney General to defend the law if challenged in court.
Combined argument and explanation FOR the proposed law
VOTE YES
Ohioans pay too much for life-saving medicine. Drug companies have completely rigged the system so you pay more. Washington, DC doesn't negotiate fair prices with drug companies, so it's up to the states to enact reforms. To do that we must change Ohio law and vote YES on Issue 2.
Here are the facts:
-Issue 2 changes Ohio law to ensure we pay the lowest known price for medicine. Ohioans would save $400 million, which would help fund schools, police departments, and cut taxes. Instead, that money goes to drug companies.
-Drug companies keep driving up prices on medicines needed to treat everything from asthma to cancer until they become too expensive for you to afford or insurance to cover. Life-saving medicine for children with allergies has skyrocketed from $80 to over $600 -just one of many examples.
-Drug companies fueled their profits by lying about opioids. They paid doctors over $46 million to get them to overprescribe opioid pain medication, getting Ohioans hooked, killing kids, and destroying our communities.
These are the same drug companies spending millions of dollars to get you to vote against this issue -all so they can protect their profits.
Politicians make promises they never keep. They say they'll lower the cost of healthcare, but then the lobbyists and political donations come, and our costs don't go down -they only go up.
Here's your chance to change that.
You can hold politicians and drug companies accountable even while they threaten to retaliate against us. They say they'll hurt veterans and raise prices on senior citizens. But you can stand up to them. Take the power into your own hands. Join doctors, nurses, and veterans from across Ohio and bring change that is desperately needed. Vote yes on Issue 2.
Submitted by Issue 2 petitioners
Office 
INCLUDES REQUIREMENT TO PAY ATTORNEYS FEES AND EXPENSES
Issue 2 is a deceptive and vaguely-worded proposal funded by a controversial California health care CEO. It imposes a regulatory scheme for state prescription drug purchases that experts say is unworkable and warn could actually increase drug costs. Issue 2 also gives its sponsors the unprecedented right to intervene in legal challenges to the regulation and requires taxpayers to pay their attorneys fees, win or lose.
While leaving out two thirds of Ohio's population altogether, Issue 2 mandates that state government pay no more for prescription drugs than the federal Department of Veterans Affairs.
• Only applies to purchases by state government agencies and entities.
• Only applies to the limited number of drugs the VA purchases and could further restrict access to medications.
• Could increase drug costs for two out of three Ohioans who have private or employer-based insurance, rely on Medicare, or who have other coverage not provided by the state.
Issue 2 requires the state to pay sponsors' attorneys fees and expenses.
• Gives the sponsors, the four individuals responsible for circulating the petition, the unprecedented right to defend legal challenges to the law. Three of those four are employed by the petition funder.
• Declares the sponsors have "a direct and personal stake" in defending the law.
• Requires Ohio taxpayers to pay the sponsors' attorneys fees and expenses, win or lose, and sets no cap on the total amount of attorneys fees and expenses. • Military veterans could also pay more for prescription drugs.
• Three Ohio Medicaid directors who served in both Democratic and Republican administrations and a state budget director warn the ballot issue could reduce patient access to medications.
• An unprecedented provision gives ballot sponsors a blank check by allowing them to intervene in any legal challenges and requires taxpayers to pay their attorney fees, win or lose.
DECEPTIVE
• An Ohio budget director says the claim that the ballot issue would save $400 million annually is "simply false" and based on an assumption that Ohio does not already receive substantial prescription discounts. In fact, Ohio's Medicaid program receives federally mandated and voluntarily negotiated discounts that bring its costs down to levels similar to those of the VA.
• Ohio Medicaid directors warn the ballot issue could invalidate existing drug discount agreementspotentially increasing the state's prescription costs by tens of millions of dollars annually.
UNWORKABLE
• Health care experts say requiring Ohio to purchase drugs at the lowest price paid by the VA would be impossible to implement because, by law, the VA does not disclose this price.
• The ballot issue contains no language guiding implementation-and was proposed by a controversial California health care CEO without consulting any Ohio officials tasked with implementation-which will lead to bureaucratic in-fighting, delays, lawsuits and higher costs for taxpayers. 
